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Research aim & questions

“To enhance awareness of the diversity of values New Zealanders 

(both Māori and Pākehā or non-Māori) hold for the marine environment 

that are integral to our Marine Ecosystem Based Management (EBM)”



Māori Values
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Tikanga

• Shared, unique 

interpretations

• Transcend place & time

• e.g. Mauri & Kaitiakitanga

Contextual values 

• Reflect relationships of 

people to environment

• Unique to place & iwi

• e.g. Mahinga kai species



Connections to the 
marine environment
Māori | New Zealand Society | Indigenous
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Holistic Ecosystem Based 
Management
Unique to Aotearoa

Image Credit: Jonathan Clark



EBM

MĀORI

PĀKEHĀ

EBM

MĀORI

PĀKEHĀ

EBM

PĀKEHĀ

MĀORI

EBM

MĀORI

PĀKEHĀ

• Dual Approach

• Empowers Māori 

Knowledge & 

values



Key Challenges for Implementing EBM

• Decision-making rights
• Who has a say?

• Positioning values
• Governance  implementation

• Resourcing 
• Developing capability and 

capacity

• Validity
• Whose values and knowledge 

count?



MULTIPLE WELLBEINGS
Mauri Tangata
Mauri Moana 

Mauri Ora

NZ-MEBM

Shared Values
& Processes

He Waka Taurua



Contact Us
sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz

subscribe to our newsletter 
sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz/newsletter

@Sust_SeasNZ

sustainableseasNC@niwa.co.nz

Ngā mihi nui kia koutou katoa


